FROM  RECENT TALES

THE COMING OF THE CIRCUS
BY HAMLIN GARLAND

were three great public holidays in
A the lives of the Sun Prairie boys, the Fourth
of July, the circus, and the Fair. To these was
added The Grange Picnic, which came in about
1875 aEL(i took place on the i2th of June. Of all
these, the circus was easily the first in import-
ance; even the Fourth of July grew pale and of
small account in the light of the "glittering,
gorgeous Panorama of Polychromatic Pictures"
which once a year visited the county town,
bringing for a single day the splendors of the
outside world in golden chariots, mystic as the
clouds at sunset. The boy whose father refused
to take him wept with no loss of dignity in the
eyes of his fellows.

Lincoln and Owen always went, for they had
an understanding with their father whereby
they earned the half-dollars necessary for their

tickets. This silver piece seemed hi
moon when it was being earned, hut i
to something small ami mean when c:
for the blue slip of cardboard which
"bearer" to the pleasures of the circus,
and Owen had earned their money fc
gophers* Ranee was paid for herclii
raised chickens,

June was usually the month of th
In those days the most " colossal of a
did not travel in special trains, but cur
country in the night, and bloomed out
canvas under the rising sun, like mystci
splendid flowers, as permanent as grani
eyes of the awed country lads who cam
upon them timidly from afar.

No one but a country boy can rightly
the majesty and allurement of a cin

i From "Boy Life on the Prairie," by Hamlin Garland, published by Altyo Jtmi Btom Company,